
1001 E. Ninth St., Building B, Reno, NV  89512 
Telephone:  775.328.2434 – Fax:  775.328.6176 

www.washoecounty.us/health/ 

Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Hearing Board 
Videoconference Notice and Agenda 

Unless and until the Governor of Nevada issues a Directive or Order requiring a physical 
location to be designated for meetings of public bodies where members of the public are 
permitted to attend and participate, no members of the public will be allowed in the BCC 
Chambers due to concerns for public safety resulting from the COVID-19 emergency and 
pursuant to the Governor’s Declaration of Emergency Directive 006 Section 1, which suspends 
the requirement in NRS 241.023(1)(b) that there be a physical location designated for meetings 
of public bodies where members of the public are permitted to attend and participate.  

This meeting will be held by videoconference only. 
Please attend this meeting via the link listed below or via phone.  

(please be sure to keep your devices on mute and do not place the meeting on hold) 

https://zoom.us/j/94612014537?pwd=WXF2M2tweTNLK2VGSUsyVWpNVkh2dz09 

        Phone: 1-669-900-6833  
Meeting ID: 946 1201 4537     Passcode: 116005 

Members Thursday September 3, 2020 
Ronald J. Anderson, P.E., Chair 6:00 p.m. 
Matthew Buehler 
Vonnie Fundin Washoe County Administration Complex, Building B 
Nick Vestbie, P.E. Health District South Conference Room 
Matt Smith - Alternate 1001 East Ninth Street 
Ray Pezonella, P.E - Alternate Reno, NV 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

6:00 p.m. 
1. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Public Comment

Any person is invited to speak on any item on or off the agenda during this period. Action
may not be taken on any matter raised during this public comment period until the matter is
specifically listed on an agenda as an action item.  As required by the Governor’s Declaration
of Emergency Directive 006 Section 2, members of the public can public comment by
teleconference by logging into the ZOOM meeting via the above link.

4. Approval of Agenda – (For possible action)
September 3, 2020

https://zoom.us/j/94612014537?pwd=WXF2M2tweTNLK2VGSUsyVWpNVkh2dz09
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5. Approval of Draft Minutes – (For possible action) 
April 4, 2019 

6. Public Hearing to determine whether or not to recommend approval to the District Board of 
Health for a variance for APN 023-131-42 section 020.080. – (For possible action) 
Staff Representative:  David Kelly 

 Mark Hermann 
 3620 Plumas Drive 
 Reno, NV  89509 
7. Public Comment 

Any person is invited to speak on any item on or off the agenda during this period. Action 
may not be taken on any matter raised during this public comment period until the matter is 
specifically listed on an agenda as an action item.  As required by the Governor’s Declaration 
of Emergency Directive 006 Section 2, members of the public can public comment by 
teleconference by logging into the ZOOM meeting via the above link.  

8. Adjournment – (For possible action)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Members of the public may make public comment by submitting an email comment to pvalentin@washoecounty.us later than 
4:00 p.m. the day before the scheduled meeting, which includes the name of the commenter and the agenda item number for 
which the comment is submitted. 

Possible Changes to Agenda Order and Timing: Items on the agenda may be taken out of order, combined with other 
items, withdrawn from the agenda, moved to the agenda of another later meeting, moved to or from the Consent section, or 
they may be voted on in a block. Items with a specific time designation will not be heard prior to the stated time, but may 
be heard later. Items listed in the Consent section of the agenda are voted on as a block and will not be read or 
considered separately unless withdrawn from the Consent agenda. 

Special Accommodations: The Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board Meetings are accessible to the disabled. 
Disabled members of the public who require special accommodations or assistance at the meeting are requested to notify 
Administrative Health Services in writing at the Washoe County Health District, 1001 East Ninth Street, Building B, Reno, 
NV 89512, or by calling 775.328.2415, 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

Public Comment: During the “Public Comment” items, anyone may speak pertaining to any matter either on or off the 
agenda, to include items to be heard on consent. For the remainder of the agenda, public comment will only be heard 
during items that are not marked with an asterisk (*). Any public comment for hearing items will be heard before action is 
taken on the item and must be about the specific item being considered by the Board. In order to speak during any public 
comment, each speaker must fill out a “Request to Speak” form and/or submit comments for the record to the Recording 
Secretary. Public comment and presentations for individual agenda items are limited as follows: fifteen minutes each for 
staff and appellant presentations, five minutes for a speaker representing a group, and three minutes for individual 
speakers unless extended by questions from the Board or by action of the Chair. 

Response to Public Comment: The Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board can deliberate or take action only if a matter 
has been listed on an agenda properly posted prior to the meeting. During the public comment period, speakers may address 
matters listed or not listed on the published agenda. The Open Meeting Law does not expressly prohibit responses to 
public comments by the Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board. However, responses from the Board members to 
unlisted public comment topics could become deliberation on a matter without notice to the public. On the advice of legal 
counsel and to ensure the public has notice of all matters the Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board will consider, 
Board members may choose not to respond to public comments, except to correct factual inaccuracies, ask for Health 
District Staff action or to ask that a matter be listed on a future agenda. The Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board may do 
this either during the public comment item or during the following item:  “Board Comments – Limited to Announcement or 
Issues for future Agendas.” 

Posting of Agenda; Location of Website: 

Pursuant to NRS 241.020, Notice of this meeting was posted at the following locations: 
Pursuant to the Declaration of Emergency Directive 006 NRS241.023(1)(b), the requirement to physically post agendas is hereby 
suspended.  
Washoe County Health District, 1001 E. 9th St., Reno, NV 
Downtown Reno Library, 301 S. Center St., Reno, NV 
Reno City Hall, 1 E. 1st St., Reno, NV 

mailto:pvalentin@washoecounty.us
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Sparks City Hall, 431 Prater Way, Sparks, NV 
Washoe County Administration Building, 1001 E. 9th St, Reno, NV  
Washoe County Health District Website www.washoecounty.us/health 
State of Nevada Website: https://notice.nv.gov 

How to Get Copies of Agenda and Support Materials: Supporting materials are available to the public at the Washoe 
County Health District located at 1001 E. 9th Street, in Reno, Nevada.  Ms. Paula Valentin, Administrative Assistant to the 
District Board of Health is the person designated by the Washoe County District Board of Health to respond to 
requests for supporting materials.  Ms. Valentin is located at the Washoe County Health District and may be reached by 
telephone at (775) 328-2696 or by email at pvalentin@washoecounty.us. Supporting materials are also available at the 
Washoe County Health District Website www.washoecounty.us/health pursuant to the requirements of NRS 241.020. 

 
 

http://www.washoecounty.us/health
https://notice.nv.gov/
http://www.washoecounty.us/health
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SEWAGE, WASTEWATER, AND SANITATION HEARING BOARD
MEETING MINUTES

Members Thursday, April 4, 2019
Ronald J. Anderson, P.E., Chair 6:00 p.m.
Matthew Buehler Washoe County Administration Complex
Vonnie Fundin Health District South Conference Room
Nick Vestbie, P.E. 1001 East Ninth Street
Matt Smith – Alternate
Ray Pezonella, P.E. - Alternate

Reno, NV

______________________________________________________________________________
6:00 p.m.
1. *Roll Call and Determination of Quorum

Acting Chair Vestbie called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. 
The following members and staff were present:
Members present: Matthew Buehler

Vonnie Fundin
Nick Vestbie, P.E., Acting Chair

Staff present: Leslie Admirand, DA
Jim English
Dave Kelly

Members absent: Ronald J. Anderson, P.E., Chair 
Ray Pezonella, P.E., Alternate
Matt Smith, Alternate

Ms. Valentin verified a quorum was present.  
2. *Pledge of Allegiance

Those present pledged allegiance to the flag led by Chair Vestbie.

3. *Public Comment
As no public comment cards were presented, Chair Vestbie closed the public comment period.

4. Approval of Agenda – April 4, 2019
Mr. Bueher moved to accept the agenda of the April 4, 2019 Sewage, Wastewater, & 

Sanitation Board (SWS Board) regular meeting noting item 6 to be pulled from the agenda due to 
their absence. Mr. Fundin seconded the motion which was approved three in favor and none 
against.
5. Approval of Draft Minutes – January 30, 2019
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Updated Draft minutes were distributed for review.  Chair Vestbie moved to accept the 
minutes of the January 30, 2019 Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation Board (SWS Board) 
regular meeting with the submitted changes.  Mr. Buehler seconded the motion which was 
approved three in favor and none against. 

7. Staff Report to update and provide any direction from the Board on the proposed plan for 
updating specific sections of the Washoe County District Board of Health Regulations 
Governing Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation. 

 Staff Representative:  James English  
 

Mr. English stated he was requested from the previous meeting to provide the Board with 
more information regarding regulation changes.  He explained the staff report provided 
shows a timeline and areas to address in the regulations.  Staff originally only recommended 
updating Section 120 but the Board stated they were concerned that it would affect other 
sections.  Sections 020, 030, and 170 will be addressed as well as tables not updated since 
1975 plus any others.  Staff proposed to bring back a draft of suggested changes to the June 
meeting.  EHS will provide a redlined tracked changes draft at that time. 

Chair Vestbie requested review of the casitas/mother-in-law quarters be addressed in 
Section 140. 

Chair Vestbie made a motion to accept this update and provide any direction from the 
Board on the proposed plan for updating specific sections of the Washoe County District 
Board of Health Regulations Governing Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation 

8. *Public Comment 
James English, EHS Staff – stated the Board has set a standing meeting set for the first 

Thursday of every month.  If the Jahns are not ready by April 17, we will contact the 
Board to cancel the May 2, 2019 Meeting.   

Dave Kelly, EHS Staff – stated the EHS Director inquired if the SWS Board would 
consider moving the meetings to 4pm instead of 6pm as there are security issues with after 
hour meetings which incur costs to EHS.  This will be formally addressed at the next 
meeting. 

As there were no more public comment requests, Chair Vestbie closed the public 
comment period. 

9. Adjournment –  
At 6:20 p.m., Chair Vestbie moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Fundin seconded the 

motion which was approved. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Respectfully submitted, 

James English, Environmental Health Specialist Supervisor 
Secretary to the Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Board 
Paula Valentin, Administrative Assistant I 
Recording Secretary 



 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
1001 East Ninth Street, Building B, Reno, Nevada 89512 
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DHO _________ 
DA ___________ 
Risk __________ 

STAFF REPORT 
BOARD MEETING DATE:  September 3, 2020 

 
TO:  Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation Hearing Advisory Board 
FROM: David Kelly, EHS Supervisor  

775-328-2630, dakelly@washoecounty.us 
SUBJECT: Variance Case #1-20S; Variance to Section 020.080, Parcel 023-131-42, 3620 Plumas 

St., Washoe County, NV 
 

SUMMARY 
This staff report summarizes the Environmental Health Services Division’s (EHS) review of the 
submitted variance application for your decision to recommend or deny approval to the District Board 
of Health (DBOH) a variance for APN 023-131-42 which is owned by Mark Hermann.  The variance 
requests a permit to repair and upgrade the existing septic system in advance of intended remodel 
of house, however, public sewer is available within 400 feet. 
Previous Action 
There has been no previous action with this variance request.  The parcel in question will be served by 
community water. 
Background 
The variance correctly identifies the Washoe County Health District (WCHD) Regulations Governing 
Sewage, Wastewater, and Sanitation (regulations) that prohibit the issuance of a permit for any form 
of modification or replacement if public sewer is available within 400 feet of the building to be served.  
After consultation with City of Reno, an available sewer line is in Moana Lane, approximately 250 
feet from the NW corner of Mr. Hermann’s property.  The primary residence (building to be served) is 
approximately 80 feet more feet for a total linear distance of around 330 feet. 
The property owner wishes to remodel the house, increasing the bedroom count from 3 to 4.  The 
original septic system was designed for 3 bedrooms maximum and would require an upgrade in both 
the tank size and the leach field in order to accommodate additional bedrooms.  Based on the original 
sizing and scaling up, the Health District has determined that a single 50 feet line would be the 
minimum length for a leach line at 16 feet deep – as allowed on the original system.  A 1,200 gallon 
tank would be the minimum tank size required.  Sufficient space exists for a new line of this size and a 
repair area, meeting all applicable setbacks required by the current code.  
If this parcel where under new construction and did not have an existing residence, the regulations 
would not prohibit a dwelling with four (4) bedrooms, or even more, provided the septic system is 
sized correctly.  The regulations require that new parcels outside located of 200 feet from available 
sewer can receive a permit to build a septic – Mr. Hermann’s parcel is 250 feet away.  The only reason 

mailto:dakelly@washoecounty.us
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for the variance request is due to the proximity of the sewer line, which prohibits WCHD from issuing 
the necessary permits for the upgrade.  Mr. Hermann is contending that the cost for dragging the 
sewer line to his property is cost prohibitive and without the variance his property cannot be upgraded.   
The proposal provides for a new tank and leach field sized for up to four (4) bedrooms.  Staff has been 
on site to validate the proposed OSDS layout. Based on field observations it is believed that the 
proposed design layout will adequately serve the property and the systems can be placed on-site 
meeting all setbacks.  WCHD would have originally allowed a single system of this size on the 
property; this variance essentially allows WCHD to issue a normal repair permit to allow the upsizing 
of the system.  
Findings of Fact 
The Board must consider the following when making a recommendation on this variance to the 
DBOH:  

1. Will the proposed variance result in contamination of water to the extent it cannot be 
used for its existing or expected use? 

Reply:  The proposed systems would be able to meet all relevant setbacks that a normal 
system would and should not pose any additional threat to groundwater.  There is no 
expectation of groundwater contact expected based on the original sizing of the system; 
However, if groundwater were encountered at depths, WCHD would require an 
appropriate re-design and believes space is available for any necessary modifications to 
protect groundwater should it be encountered. 

2. Will the proposed variance pose a threat to public health? 

Reply:  There are two primary ways that sewage can pose a threat to public health, direct 
exposure via surface and groundwater contamination in areas with domestic wells. All 
sewage would be discharged underground preventing direct exposure and as all setbacks 
and design requirements are met, no increased risk of groundwater contamination is 
expected. 

3. Are there other reasonable alternatives? 

Reply:  WCHD regulations do not allow for the issuance of any permit to modify or 
replace a septic system with sewer available within 400 feet.  There is no alternative other 
than for the property owner to drag the sewer line from Moana to his property.   

Conditions of Approval 

1. WCHD is not recommending any conditions of approval at this time, as the proposed 
septic system will meet all applicable setbacks with room left over.  WCHD would 
follow its normal permitting and inspection procedures and if groundwater or other 
limiting layers were encountered would require the appropriate redesign.  If the Board 
does determine that there are appropriate conditions of approval, any conditions they set 
should be required to be recorded to the title, not to be removed without Health District 
approval. 
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Recommendation 
Staff is neutral as to whether the Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation (SWS) Hearing Board 
should support the presented Variance Case #1-20S (Mark Hermann) to allow for the upsizing of 
the septic system to support his planned remodel as all setbacks will be met and the relative cost 
of dragging sewer to the property is the only issue. 
Possible Motion 
Should the SWS Hearing Board wish to approve the variance application, the three possible 
motions would be:  

1. “Move to present to the District Board of Health a recommendation for approval of 
Variance Case #1-20S (Mark Hermann) to allow the permitting and construction of the 
septic system as proposed”; OR 

2. “Move to present to the District Board of Health a recommendation for approval of 
Variance Case #1-20S (Mark Hermann) to allow the permitting and construction of the 
septic system as proposed, with the following conditions (list conditions)”; OR 

3. “Move to present to the District Board of Health a denial of Variance care #1-20S (Mark 
Hermann)”.  

The SWS Board may also formulate their own motion or request additional information from the 
applicant if desired. 
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l\'tv,.r,t, APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE Receipt No. 

Health District TO THE REGULATIONS GOVERNING SEWAGE, Date Appl. Received 

SANITATION AND WASTEWATER Considered Comp. 

DATE _____ PROJECTNAME _ ____________________ ~ 

OWNER ENGINEER 

Name ·----------------
Name ________________ _ 

Address _______ _______ _ Address ___________ _____ _ 

Phone - ----- ---------- Phone -----------------
Email Address ____________ _ Email Address --------------
The following items must be submitted with this application: 

JOB ADDRESS. __________________ _____ ______ _ 

SIZE OF PARCEL /Acre 

COPY OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND VERIFICATION OF CURRENT VESTING ON TITLE 

EXISTING PARCEL(S) APN(S) LOT BLOCK. __ _ 

REASON FOR VARIANCE REQUEST _____________ _________ _ 

SECTION(S) OF REGULATIONS TO BE VARIED _ _________________ _ 

IF A PARCEL MAP: PROJECT NAME _____________________ _ 

APN(S) ___ _______ __________ LOT ___ BLOCK __ _ 

IF TENTATIVE MAP: PROJECT NAME. ______________________ _ 

NUMBER OF PROPOSED LOTS _______ LOTS REQUIRING VARIANCES ______ _ 

LOT DESCRIPTION(S). _________________________ _ 

Prepare and submit this original application with 9 copies and 1 O copies of a construction plot plan with 
specifications drawn to scale (minimum 1 inch= 30 feet} and include the required following requirements: 

ti Vicinity map. 

tt The direction of North. 

u A diagram of the location of roadways, easements or areas subject to vehicular traffic, material 
storage or large animal habitation. 

H-713-40 (Rev. 12/14) List continued on reverse ... 



... continued from previous page 

r:t A diagram of the location and distance to any well and on-site sewage disposal system within 150 
feet of the subject property (if none, so indicate). 

tt A diagram of the distances from the proposed on-site disposal system to any proposed or existing 
on-site well. 

U A diagram of the location of any percolation hole or test trench(es) on the property. 

tt A diagram to scale of the location of all proposed on·site sewage disposal system components, 
including a delineated area for future replacement of disposal trench(es). 

n A diagram of the distance to any available sewer system (if none, so indicate). 

n The number of bedrooms in the proposed building. 

n The maximum slope across the disposal area. 

u A diagram of the lot dimensions and total lot area. 

ti The location of water supply lines. 

ti A diagram of all structures on site. 

a A diagram of all existing and proposed drainage improvements. 

r:t A diagram of the location of any watercourse and/or natural drainage channel within 150 feet of 
the property (if none, so indicate). 

tt Soil logs and percolation test results, including calculations and actual field data (if required). 

tt Sewage loading calculations and application rates. 

tt System sizing calculations. 

u Pertinent geological and hydrogeological information. 

tt Construction drawings, cross-sections and specifications of the proposed system. 

tt Certification by an engineer that the proposed system is properly designed to function for at least 
ten (10) years (engineer's seal). 

tt Submit a completed Notice of Special On·Site Requirements. We will give you the form after 
variance is approved by the District Board of Health. 

BE PREPARED TO SUBMIT: 

r:t Other information may be required to enable the Board to adequately consider the application. 

THE SUBMITTED DAT A, DOCUMENTS AND DESIGNS MUST DEMONSTRATE WHETHER: 

1. The proposed system will significantly and/or adversely impact any water so that the water may no 
longer be used for its existing or expected beneficial use. 

2. The proposed system will be detrimental or pose a danger to the public health, safety or create or 
contribute to a public health hazard. 

3. Other reasonable alternatives for compliance with these regulations are available to the applicant. 
State the alternatives considered, including reasons for rejection. 

ALL INFORMATION MUST BE PROVIDED AND THIS APPLICATION MUST BE PROPERLY COMPLETED PRIOR TO SUBMITTAL 
FAILURE TO DO SO MAY RESULT IN SIGNIFICANT DELAYS TO THE PROCESSING OF THIS VARIANCE REQUEST. 
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Mark Herrmann 
P.O. Box 18817 
Reno, Nevada     89511 
 
Aug 1, 2020 
 
Washoe County Health Department 
1001 East Ninth Street 
Reno, Nevada     89512 
 
Re; Addendum for the Request for a Variance, for the 3620 Plumas Street, 
      Septic Modifications. 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
Please allow this letter to serve as my request for a Variance to the Washoe 
County Health District, Sewage, Wastewater and Sanitation Regulations, Section 
020.080. Do to the financial hardship this would place on me and my family. 
 
I own a home at 3620 Plumas Street Reno, Nevada, 89509 and have started the 
permitting process to install a new disposal field, as part of this process, I will 
also be required to install a new septic tank due to the current septic tank, single 
chamber design.  
 
Because my home lies within 400 feet of a sewer line and per section 080.020 
and section 010.015 I cannot pursue a permit at this time. 
 
Prior to submitting this application, the City of Reno was contacted in order to 
find out if I indeed, will be able to hook up to the sewer line in Moana Lane. The 
City of Reno stated that I would be allowed to hook up to their sewer line. 
 
In a subsequent conversation with the City of Reno the following statements 
were made. 
 

- I can hook up to the sewer line in Moana Lane but it’s not feasible. 
- That a Mainline extension would have to be built. See Exhibit “A”. 
- That the City of Reno has looked at the area for a sewer system but there 

are no plans at this time. See Exhibit “B” 
- That a Sewer Study would have to be developed for the area. 
- That a Sewer Design would have to be developed, due to the fact that the 

proposed Main Line Extension would be the last segment in any future 
sewer system for the area. 

 
With the aforementioned information, I have created a preliminary cost estimate. 
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See Attached. At a cost range of $189,086.55 to $320,736.55, this mainline 
extension is not feasible. 
 
It is my hope that a variance will be granted, allowing me to pursue a permit to 
modify my septic system per the plans I have attached. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and please, if there are any questions or if I 
can be of any assistance do not hesitate to call on me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Herrmann 
775-720-8973 
mvonherrman@sbcglobal.net 
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